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The Warehouse Property is now a vacant lot but one time was
the scene of much activity. Bohemia Avenue was the main street in
town and led across the Canal beside this lot. This area was the
first to develop in the new town that grew quickly after the open-
ing of the Canal in 1829. When the Canal was a system of locks
and boats depended on mules for travel through the Canal, cargoes
were transferred at wharves and stored in warehouses like the ones
on this property. In the early days, everything the towns-people

= hneeded was ordered from Philadelphia or Baltimore and shipped by

‘ boat. The county papers carried advertisements for goods available
from dealers in Philadelphia &nd Baltimore. Farmers,local merchants
and housekeepers, ordered what they needed and shipped whatever
products they had for sale through warehouses like these owned
first by the Cropper family.

The Cropper's were among the first to settle in Chesapeake
City, Kendall Cropper and his wife Ann bought land as early as 1836
and probably had business interests here before that time. Kendall
and Ann Cropper had eight children whose names appear on early deeds
in all parts of Chesapeake City. William P. Cropper became a
merchant. Absalom Cropper was a steamboat captain as was his brother
Littleton Cropper. James S. Schultz who married Sarah Cropper, was
an engineer onia steamboat. Richard H. Bryan married Eliza Cropper
‘and was a prosperous merchant. Haradah C. Marshall married another
Cropper daughter. John Tuffree married daughter Margaret. Samuel
P. Cropper also was a boatman. ~
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‘South Chesapeake City Historic District Commission
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Chesagpeake City . . _ Marvland 21915

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
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